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William Reynolds - Guerrilla fighter
Though he survived the shells he became a casualtlr of the war
Even before the Civil War began Yankees wEre
swarming through the Missouri countryside looting, burning homes, murdering old men and
young boys and sexually abusing Southern women and their slaves. Boys too young to join the
service were forced to join the closest military unit
they came in contact with. These military units
came togelher to not only fight against the Northem invader but for self-preservation and to seek
revenge. One young boy, William Reynolds, was
only sixteen when the Yankees murdered his falher and burned down his hom€ in Lone Jack,
Missouri. The Yankees ofren returned demanding
that his mother fumish them whatever they de.
sired, telling her it was due them. Yankees had
already pillaged other farms in Lone Jack stealing
silverware, money and horses. The Yankees
tumed Reynolds's neighborhood and those
around him into utter ashes. Yankees bumed all
forty-seven houses in nearby Dayton, in Cass
County. A week later Yankees sacked and bumed
Columbus in Johnson County, Missouri then rode
back into Cass County and plundered Pleasant
Hill buming twelve homes. Reynolds's neighbors
in Kingsville reported to him that over 160 houses
were set on Iire in their neighborhood. They also
murdered eight helpless prisoners who were
mowed down in cold blood. A month later Yankees struck again in Cass County burning 150
homes in Chapel Hill. ln nearby Morristown near
Freeman in Cass County, Yankees sacked the
town and murdered several citizens. Soon afterwards Yankees again retumed to Monistown and
burned it entirely to the ground and murdered
three citizens. Reynolds's friends ftom Holden,
Missouri reported tlat the Yankees burned 4G50
homes and stole what they did not burn.
The war in westem Missouri was so far removed

from the center of govemment that the Yankees
could easily disregard administration policy and
War Department orders with impunity. As a result,
the Yankees attacked anyone regardless of sympathy. One loyal citjzen recalled that the Yankees
came to their home and stripped them of nearly
eveMhing and would have burned them out, but
for proving that they were Union and had never
done anything against the government. They also
recalled seeing Yankees driving helpless women
and children from their homes and made to siand
in the snow while they were forced to witness their
homes go up in flames. One of the Yankees described the devastation in a letter home to his family. ? wilderness of solitude reigns supreme. lt is
my first view of wais terrors, and even my worst
pictures of imagination are more than realized.
Those who have never seen such desolation need
never wish to.'
Most of the men who rode with guenilla
leader Colonel Wlliam Clarke Ouantrill were mere
boys and were there by necessity because most
had no homes to go home to. Towns like Dayton,
Morristown, Butler, Papinsville, Pleasant Hill, West
Point, Chapel Hill, Columbus, Kingsville and Holden were bumed off the map and many ceased to
exist. The war was very personal for William Reynolds. He had fought in most of the major engagements in Western Missouri and had vivid memo-

ries of Yankee atrocities. He stayed behind

in

Jackson County when Quantrill took his company
into Texas during the winter of 1862-63. When
Quantrill's second in command, Captain George
Todd, retumed early in the spring of '1863 Reynolds joined up with him before laierjoining Captain
William "Bloody Bill' Anderson's company and was
with him when Anderson was killed on October 27,
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